
 

Progress Toward a Degree 
 
Responsibilities 
    The student is responsible for selecting and registering for courses necessary for reasonable progress toward the 
degree sought.  The minimum requirement for reasonable academic progress is that the student must pass a                
minimum of 24 semester hours of coursework in an academic year. 
     The Office of Registration and Academic Records is responsible for registration, recording and reporting grades, 
maintaining current and permanent records on all students, enforcing rules on academic warning; probation and  
suspension, certifying students for graduation, and issuing transcripts.  The office is located in Room 207, Hill               
University Center, 1400 University Boulevard, Birmingham, Alabama 35294-1150, (205) 934-8222.  
     Students must notify the Office of Registration and Academic Records of address changes so that notices and 
other materials are sent to the current address.  Changes may be made online in BlazerNET or in person. 
 
 

Terms and Course Offerings 

     There are three academic terms during a calendar year: fall semester, spring semester, and summer term.  The 
fall and spring semesters each consist of approximately 15 weeks of classes, followed by one week of final                 
examinations.  The summer term consists of five sessions, each with its own time and format.  The five summer term 
sessions are as follows: a twelve-week session that runs throughout the summer term; the intensive May session, 
consisting of the first three weeks of the summer semester; a nine week session, beginning after the May session 
ends and running until the end of the summer semester; and the summer A and summer B sessions, which are both 
four and a half weeks long and run back-to-back concurrently with the nine-week session.  The courses to be offered 
during a particular term are listed in the online Class Schedule.   Summer/Fall class schedules are available to                
students in early March; spring semester schedules are available in late October.   Early registration in April allows 
current students to enroll in fall semester classes on a priority basis.  To view class schedules go to the following web 
address: www.uab.edu/registrar.  

 

Course Enrollment 
Course Numbering System 
   
 Course Numbers   Primarily for: 

000– 099     developmental courses 
 100– 199    freshmen 
 200– 299    sophomores 
 300– 399    juniors 
 400– 499    seniors 
 Courses numbered 500 and above are for graduate students.  
 
 

Undergraduate Students in Graduate Courses 
       
     With the approval of their advisor, the undergraduate program director or department chair, and the instructor, 
UAB undergraduate students may be allowed to register for a graduate course.  Credits earned by undergraduate 
students may be applied to either an undergraduate degree or a graduate degree, but not both.  If the student is 
subsequently admitted to the Graduate School, use of this credit toward a graduate degree requires the approval of 
the graduate program director and the Graduate School dean. (The Graduate School does not give credit for any 
grade below a “C”.) Credits that have been used toward the baccalaureate degree cannot be used a second time  
toward a graduate degree.  
 
 

Classification of Students 
  
      Students are classified as sophomores when they have earned 30 semester hours of credit, juniors when they 
have earned 60 semester hours of credit, and seniors when they have earned 90 semester hours of credit. 
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Declaration of a Major 
      
     Degree students must declare a major within their first 60 semester hours of course work before registering for 
additional courses.  Students enrolling at UAB for the first time and who already have earned 60 semester hours will 
have a maximum of two terms within which to declare a major.  Conditions for acceptance of a student into a major 
vary by department and school.  Majors should be declared or changed online at http://blazernet.uab.edu or by  
using the official form available from the Office of Registration and Academic Records.  Some majors are subject to 
additional admission requirements and enrollment limitations.  
 

Credit Hours and Loads 
      
     The unit of credit at UAB is the semester hour.  Course descriptions indicate the number of semester hours that 
may be earned for a particular course.  A standard course load for a full-time student is 15 semester hours of course 
work in a semester.  At least 12 semester hours of course work are required for full-time status.  Registration for 
more than 18 semester hours in a term or more than three semester hours in the May Session requires approval by 
the dean or the dean’s representative of the school in which the student is majoring. 
 

Freshman Year Experience 
      
     Students entering UAB with less than 24 hours of college credit must take and pass (with a C or better) a first 
year experience (FYE) course in their first 24 credit hours at UAB.  FYE courses include freshman learning communi-
ties, U101, and school-specific FYE courses. 
 

Capstone Course 
     
     Freshman students entering UAB in fall 2009 or after, must successfully complete the capstone course or experi-
ence required by their major program or school in order to graduate.  All students graduating in 2013 or later must 
complete a capstone requirement 
 

Mandatory Measles Immunization 
      
     All UAB students must have written proof of immunization against rubeola (red measles) in order to register 
for classes.  See page 527 for more information on UAB’s official immunization policy. 
 

Registration 
 
     A student wishing to attend any of the three academic terms must register for that specific term.  A student 
is eligible to register if he/she has been admitted to UAB, the student’s financial records in the Student Account-
ing Office are clear, and the student is in good academic standing.  An early registration period for fall semester 
will occur every spring immediately before registration for summer term. 
     A degree student who has not registered for course work over a period of one academic year must reapply 
for admission to resume study as a degree student.  If accepted, the student is subject to the policies of the 
catalog current at that time. 
  Registration can be accomplished online through BlazerNET located at http://blazernet.uab.edu. 
 

Prerequisites for a Course 
      
     Prerequisites are enforced for UAB students.  Prerequisites are waived for transient students taking courses at 
UAB.  It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that prerequisites for a course are met before registering for the 
course.  Advisors are available to help with this determination.  Prior to the end of the designated drop period, the 
instructor has the prerogative to drop from the course a student who does not meet the prerequisites.  
 

First Class Attendance 
      
     An instructor has the prerogative to drop a student from a course if the student is absent without prior notification 
from the first class of a term.  Such action is at the discretion of the instructor, and absence from the first class does 
not automatically drop the student from the course.  If a student wishes to drop or withdraw from the course, the 
student must follow official drop or withdrawal procedures.  A student who misses the first class of a term is respon-
sible for determining his/her status in the class. 

Progress Toward and Completion of a Degree 2 

http://blazernet.uab.edu/�
http://blazernet.uab.edu/�


 

Add/Drop Procedures 
      
     Drop/Add deadlines are published in the Academic Calendar available online at www.uab.edu/registrar.  In the 
case of fall and spring semesters, the last day to drop a class without paying full tuition is the eighth calendar day of 
the term; the last day to add a class is also the eighth calendar day of the term.   
     It is the student’s responsibility to initiate add/drop procedures.  Students may drop and add courses online after 
they have registered and until the drop/add deadline online using BlazerNET available online at http://
blazernet.uab.edu or in person in the Office of Registration and Academic Records.   
     Students are required to use the add/drop form and receive an instructor’s signature for classes that are filled to 
capacity.  A student beginning the registration process during the late registration period will be assessed a late reg-
istration fee of $25.  
 
 

Attendance and Excused Absence Policy 
     
      UAB recognizes that the academic success of individual students is related to their class attendance and             
participation.  Each course instructor is responsible for establishing policies concerning class attendance and make-up 
opportunities.  Any such policies, including points for attendance and/or participation, penalties for absences, limits 
on excused absences, total allowable absences, etc., must be specified in the course syllabus provided to students at 
the beginning of the course term.  Such policies are subject to departmental oversight and may not, by their specific 
prescriptions, negate or circumvent the accommodations provided below for excused absences.  
     The University regards certain absences as excused and in those instances requires that instructors provide an 
accommodation for the student who misses assignments, presentations, examinations, or other academic work of a 
substantive nature by virtue of these excused absences.  Examples include the following: 
 

• Absences due to jury or military duty, provided that official documentation has been provided to the                     
instructor in a timely manner in advance. 

• Absences of students registered with Disabilities Services for disabilities eligible for “a reasonable number of           
disability-related absences” provided students give their instructors notice of a disability-related absence in 
advance or as soon as possible. 

• Absences due to participation in university-sponsored activities when the student is representing the 
university in an official capacity and as a critical participant, provided that the procedures below have 
been followed: 

• Before the end of the add/drop period, students must provide their instructor a schedule 
of anticipated excused absences in or with a letter explaining the nature of the expected 
absences from the director of the unit or department sponsoring the activity. 

• If a change in the schedule occurs, students are responsible for providing their         
instructors with advance written notification from the sponsoring unit or department. 

• Absences due to other extenuating circumstances that instructors deem excused.  Such classification is 
at the discretion of the instructor and is predicated upon consistent treatment of all students. 

 
     In these instances, instructors must devise a system for reasonable accommodation including, for example, 
policies allowing for dropped exams/quizzes, make-up exams, rescheduling of student classroom presentations 
or early or later submission of written assignments.  
 
 

Withdrawing from Courses 
      
      To avoid academic penalty, a student must withdraw from a course by the withdrawal deadline shown in the 
academic calendar and the UAB Class Schedule and receive a grade of W (withdrawn).  The withdrawal period 
ends at approximately 60% of the academic term. Failure to attend class does not constitute a formal drop or 
withdrawal.   
     Withdrawal from courses can only be accomplished using official procedures.  The official withdrawal must 
be completed online in BlazerNET or by submitting a completed withdrawal form to the Office of Registration 
and Academic Records.  This office will date stamp the form and return a copy.  These documents should be 
carefully retained by the student.  The date printed on the receipt is the official date of withdrawal. 
     In extraordinary circumstances, if it is impossible for the student to withdraw online or obtain an official 
withdrawal form, the student may mail a withdrawal letter to the Office of Registration and Academic Records. 
The official date of withdrawal will be the date the letter is received in this office.  If the official date of                 
withdrawal is after the last day to drop without paying, no tuition or fees will be refunded. 
     For financial aid purposes, the date of last class attendance will be the official date of withdrawal unless  
otherwise documented.   Note that individual schools may have withdrawal rules in addition to the above. 
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Exceptions 
     
      All students are responsible for adhering to UAB’s academic policies, as published in the UAB Undergraduate 
Catalog and the current UAB Class Schedule.  The Provost may make exceptions to policies.  Exceptions will only be 
made in extraordinary circumstances.  Only in cases of serious illness, which precludes a student from attending 
classes, or a call to active military service, can a student qualify under this policy for either administrative or                
academic withdrawal from courses from that semester.  In such instances, students requesting an exception to policy 
must provide the cause specific documentation in order for the request to be considered.   
     Requests are evaluated only from written documentation and not through appointments or telephone calls. 
(Please note that grievances of an academic nature are addressed through the Academic Grievance Policy).            
Requests for exceptions must be submitted at the earliest possible time.  Consideration will not be given to any              
request submitted later than the term immediately following the term for which the exception is being requested.  A  
full reduction in tuition and associated fees will be made for appropriately documented serious illnesses or military 
service activation, which preclude a student from continuing his/her studies at UAB.  For students receiving refunds, 
such refunds will first be applied to any outstanding obligations and to any scholarship, grant, or loan the student has 
received for that term.  A student who is receiving any form of Federal Title IV Financial Aid will be liable for any             
unearned funds received as determined by the Federal Return of Funds Policy (check with Student Accounting Office 
for details.) 
     Failure to adhere to the published drop and withdrawal deadlines (as outlines in the UAB Catalog and the UAB 
Class Schedule) does not qualify under this policy as an Academic Exception. 
 
Contact 
Academic Programs & Policy 
1400 University Blvd.  
470 Hill University Center 
Birmingham, AL 35294-1150 
(205) 934-5504 
 
 

Auditing Courses 
      
      As an alternative to full participation in a course, students may audit the course.  Auditors do not receive grades 
and do not usually participate in the examinations; however, instructors have the option of establishing requirements 
for a satisfactory audit.  
     Audit is similar to regular enrollment.  Students choosing this option must be admitted to UAB; enroll in the 
course by completing a UAB registration form, indicating “AU” in the column labeled “Sem. Hrs.”; obtain the signa-
ture of the instructor; and pay the same tuition and fees as regular enrollees.  Provided the instructor’s requirements 
are met, the course will appear on the transcript with the notation “AU” and zero semester hours credit. 
If the requirements are not met, a “W” will be entered on the transcript. 
     Course registration, withdrawal, and drop policies apply to audited courses.  In instances of over-enrollment, 
preference is given to students taking courses for credit, and auditing students may be dropped. 
A student is not permitted to change from audit to credit or credit to audit at any time. 
 
 
 

Courses Taken on a Pass/Fail Basis 
          
       A degree student who is in good standing may request permission from an instructor to register for a course on 
a pass/fail basis.  The course must be one for which the student is eligible to register and cannot be among those 
used to satisfy core requirements.  The department must approve all courses taken on a pass/fail basis if used to 
satisfy major and minor requirements.  A student must declare the intention to take a course on pass/fail basis by 
notifying the instructor prior to the first class meeting.  It is recommended that students consult their academic               
advisors prior to taking any course as pass/fail.   
     Grades awarded for a pass/fail course are “P” (pass) or “F” (fail).  A grade of “P” carries full credit for the course, 
but the course is not counted in calculating the grade point average.  At most, twelve semester hours take on a 
pass/fail basis may be sued to satisfy degree requirements (not including courses for which “P” or “F” is the only 
grade awarded.) 
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Course Completion 
 
Final Examinations 
      
      The final examination for each course is scheduled for a period during finals week.  This cannot be changed          
without the approval of the appropriate dean.  A student with three or more exams scheduled in one day or two           
exams scheduled during the same final exam period may request to have one exam rescheduled by mutual                
agreement between student and instructor.  The student’s request to the instructor should include appropriate           
written documentation of his/her schedule and should be provided to the instructor at least 14 calendar days prior to 
the last day of classes.  Faculty are encouraged to work collaboratively with students and other faculty when such            
situations arise. Faculty reserve the right to administer an alternate examination at the rescheduled time. 
 
 

Grading Policies and Practices 
 
 
Grade Report  
      
      Final grades of all students are recorded and posted to their transcripts. In determining these final grades, the 
faculty may consider such things as  grades received in daily recitations, written work, laboratory work, tests, and 
final examinations. Grade reports are available online and upon request.  
 
Grades Assigned by the Faculty  

 
A (superior achievement) 
B (above average) 
C (average) 
D (minimally adequate) 
F (failing) 
P (passing) Applicable only to a course taken on a pass/fail basis.  
 
I (incomplete) is a temporary notation which is assigned at the discretion of the instructor, and only if the 
following three conditions are met.  

• The student, for nonacademic reasons beyond his or her control, is unable to complete 
course requirements. 

• The student is according to the instructor’s assessment, currently passing or has                      
demonstrated the potential for passing the course. 

• The student has made arrangements with the instructor, prior to the grade submission 
deadline, for completing the course requirements. 

     It is the responsibility of the student receiving an Incomplete to arrange with the instructor whatever  
action is needed to remove the Incomplete at the earliest possible date.  If make-up work requires             
classroom attendance in a subsequent term, the student must register for the course as an auditor (with the 
instructor’s permission) and must pay tuition and associated fees. 
     An Incomplete will not be calculated in the student’s grade point average for the term in which the              
notation appears.  However, an Incomplete that is not changed by the Instructor by the grade submission 
deadline of the next semester automatically converts to an F.  A notation of Incomplete may not be used to 
meet a prerequisite requirement.  A student cannot graduate with an Incomplete notation on his or her          
academic record. 
 
MT (Multi-term) is a temporary notation which may be assigned in departmentally approved courses,            
including theses, practica, and internships, if work cannot be completed within one semester.  A notation of 
MT will not be calculated in the student’s grade point average for the term in which the notation appears.  
However, an MT notation that is not changed by the instructor by the grade submission deadline of the next 
semester automatically converts to an F.  A student cannot graduate with an MT notation on his or her           
academic record. 
 

Notations Assigned by the Office of Registration and Academic Records  
 
W (withdrawn) A notation assigned by the Office of Registration and Academic Records reflecting an          
administrative action initiated by the student in accordance with regulations governing withdrawal from 
courses.  “W” (withdrawn) may not be assigned by the instructor.   
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N (no grade submitted) A temporary notation made by the Office of Registration and Academic Records if 
no grade (A, B, C, D, F, I, or P) is assigned the student by the course instructor.  This notation is used only 
when the Office of Registration and Academic Records is unable to obtain a grade from the instructor prior to 
the issuing of grade reports or when the course is designed to extend beyond a single term.  It remains the 
instructor’s responsibility to assign a permanent grade.  If the instructor has not submitted a grade by the 
end of the following term, the “N” (no grade submitted) is changed automatically to an “F” (failing) by the 
Office of Registration and Academic Records.  The notation “N” cannot be extended. 

 
 
Grade Change Policy  
      
      Final grades for an I (Incomplete) or an MT (Multi-term) should be submitted no later than the grade submission 
deadline of the semester after the notation was originally awarded; Incomplete and Multi-term notations not changed 
by that time will convert to Fs.  Grade submissions for an I or an MT must be submitted to the Office of Registration 
and Academic Records with a Grade Submission Form signed by the instructor of record.  In general, end-of-course 
grades submitted to the Office of Registration and Academic Records are final and are not subject to change by          
reason of revision of the teacher’s judgment; nor are submitted grades to be revised on the basis of a second trial 
(e.g., a new examination or additional work undertaken or completed).  Grade changes submitted in order to correct 
an error in computation or transcription must be made within two semesters after the grades were originally              
submitted.  These grade changes must be submitted on a Grade Change Form and require the teacher’s signed 
statement as to the reason for the change, the approval of the department head, and the approval of the dean of the 
school in which the course is taught. 
 
 
Transfer Credits 
      
     Collegiate coursework earned at postsecondary institutions that are fully accredited (or in candidacy status) by 
regional accrediting associations will transfer to UAB and may be applied toward the fulfillment of degree                  
requirements.  Coursework earned at institutions not meeting this criterion will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis 
upon request through the Office of Academic Programs and Policy. 
 
 
Study Away Grading Policy  

 
Auditing:  Auditing of any UAB Study Away approved classes/courses/programs will not be permitted.  This 
policy has been put into effect to ensure full participation by all students on such approved programs. This 
policy includes faculty-led, 3rd party, and reciprocal exchange programs. 
 
Grade Assignment and Posting of Study Away Grades to the UAB Transcript:  For those programs in 
which a UAB faculty member is teaching a class, the faculty member/instructor will assign the final grade as 
is normally done for any regular UAB class taught on campus.  See the Grading Policies and Practices section 
of the UAB Catalog of Undergraduate Programs.  In most cases letter grades shall be assigned.  Assignment  
of a pass/fail grade will be left to the discretion of the faculty leader/instructor of the course and will be             
determined on a case-by-case basis.  
     In all cases, students must participate fully in all course activities and meet all stated course                     
requirements.  In cases where a student is receiving final grade evaluation from a foreign institution, UAB 
will honor the U.S. equivalent of the final grade that is assigned by that host institution and posted to the 
official transcript of said host institution.  If a foreign institution assigns a pass/fail grade on the official host 
institution transcript, then the UAB transcript will reflect such a pass/fail final grade. 
 
Grade Assignment and Posting of National Student Exchange or the Washington Center Grades to the 
UAB Transcript: UAB students participating in these programs are subject to the grading policies of the 
host institution.  Assignment of grades will be left to the discretion of the host university instructors of the 
students’ courses.  

In all cases, students must participate fully in all course activities and meet all course                    
requirements.  In cases where a student is receiving final grade evaluation from a foreign institution, UAB 
will honor the U.S. equivalent of the final grade that is assigned by that host institution and posted to the 
official transcript of said host institution.  If a foreign institution assigns a pass/fail grade on the official host 
institution transcript, then the UAB transcript will reflect such a pass/fail final grade. 
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Course Repeat 
     
     Any course taken at UAB may be repeated at UAB; however, students should be aware that course repeats might 
not be looked upon favorably by some employers and professional schools.  Courses are normally repeated to 
achieve a passing grade or an improved understanding of the course content.  Students are encouraged to seek       
advice of an academic advisor before repeating courses. 
     For courses repeated at UAB, both the original grade and the repeated grade(s) will show on the student’s              
transcript. Further both grades will be calculated in the student’s grade point average (GPA) unless the forgiveness 
policy is applied.  
     Academic departments and schools may have additional provisions regarding repeat courses and the calculation 
of GPA. 
     It is the student’s responsibility to notify the Office of Registration and Academic Records of a repeated grade, 
since recognition of a repeated grade is not automatic. 
 
 
University Forgiveness Policy 
      
      UAB offers the undergraduate student a forgiveness option by which courses taken at UAB may be repeated at 
UAB, and the grade for the first course will be excluded from the calculation of his/her grade point average (GPA). 
Only courses for which the student has received a grade of C, D, or F may be repeated under this option.  The              
forgiveness policy may be used a maximum of four (4) times, only once for any course, which allows a student to 
use the forgiveness for four different courses.  The transcript will show both the original grade and the course repeat 
grade, but only the grade points and credit hours earned in the repeated courses will be counted toward degree    
completion and averaged into the student’s GPA.  Once a course grade is declared forgiven, the decision is                
irrevocable. (The forgiveness policy can be invoked at any time for a repeated course; however, all forgiveness            
requests must be made prior to application for degree).  It is the student’s responsibility to notify the Office of                   
Registration and Academic Records of his/her applying the forgiveness policy to a repeated course.  The process is 
not automatic. 
     The Forgiveness Policy can only be applied to grades earned at UAB.  Forgiveness forms are available online at 
www.uab.edu/registrar and also in the Office of Registration and Academic Records.   
     Note that individual schools may have course repeat and forgiveness policy rules in addition to the above. 
 
 

Courses Taken as a Transient Student 
      
      To take a course at another institution while enrolled as a degree-seeking student at UAB, a student must submit 
a Transient Student Request form to the UAB Office of Registration and Academic Records prior to enrolling in the 
course.  The request must be approved (1) by the student’s academic advisor to assure the course is transferable 
and will be applicable toward a degree at UAB and (2) by the Office of Registration and Academic Records to indicate 
the student is in good standing (i.e., has a minimum 2.0 GPA at UAB).  Approval to take coursework at another            
institution as a transient may be granted for one term.  However, subsequent transient requests may be filed. 
     A student will not be approved to take a course as a transient if the equivalent course or its UAB prerequisite has 
been attempted but not successfully completed at UAB.  Any course taken at another institution by a degree-seeking 
UAB student without prior approval and a Transient Student Request form on file may not be approved for credit at 
UAB.  Transient student request forms are available online at www.uab.edu/registrar 
 

  
Cooperative Exchange Programs 
 
Birmingham Area Consortium for Higher Education (BACHE) 
      
      UAB, Birmingham-Southern College, Miles College, the University of Montevallo, and Samford University have 
established the Birmingham Area Consortium for Higher Education (BACHE) to expand educational opportunities for 
their students.  Please visit the web site http://www.bache.app.uab.edu/  for more information on BACHE.   
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The University of Alabama System  
      
      UAB students may also enroll in courses at the University of Alabama and the University of Alabama in Huntsville 
through the University of Alabama System Cooperative Exchange Program.  Any full-time, degree-seeking UAB           
student who is in good academic standing may, with written permission from his/her academic advisor and dean, 
and at no additional charge, take a course at another cooperative exchange institution if it is not offered at UAB and 
it is deemed to be beneficial to the student’s overall educational program.  All courses eligible to be taken through 
the cooperative exchange programs must be articulated by UAB prior to the student’s registration.  Credit for work 
completed under the cooperative programs will be posted on the student’s record as UAB credit.  
 
 
National Student Exchange (NSE)  
 
     The cooperative program course hours may be counted in the 12 hours needed for full-time; however, students 
cannot use an audit of a UAB course to count for full-time status.  If, after being accepted into a cooperative                 
exchange program, a student drops a UAB course that causes his/her status to fall below full-time, the student will 
not be allowed to continue in the cooperative program.  Students usually may take only one course per term at a 
cooperative institution, but under special circumstances permission may be granted to take more.  All academic 
regulations of UAB must be observed; in addition, students are expected to observe the academic regulations of the 
cooperating institutions. 
     Students must register for a cooperative exchange program course during UAB’s registration period regardless of 
when the host institution’s term begins.  Further information on registration procedures and other matters may be 
obtained from the Office of Registration and Academic Records. 
 
 
Alternative Credit Opportunities  
      
     In some instances academic credit may be awarded for work done in a format other than a college course.             
Credits earned in this way are recorded on the transcript with a grade of P.  Such credits may not be used in               
repeating a course and may not be awarded for work equivalent to a course that is a prerequisite to a course already 
taken for credit.  No more than 45 semester hours of alternative credit may be applied toward a degree.  For more 
information on the following opportunities for alternative credit, testing schedules, fees and study guide information 
contact the Office of Academic Programs and Policy, Room 470, Hill University Center.  See www.uab.edu/testing or 
call (205) 937-5503. 
 

Opportunities for earning credit outside the normal course format include: 
 
1. Advanced Placement (AP):  The amount of credit awarded and the examination score required are stated 
in the current policy.  To determine which tests are eligible for UAB credit please visit http://main.uab.edu/
show.asp?durki=51823. 
 
2. College Level Examination Program (CLEP):  The CLEP General Examination must be taken before 15 
semester hours of college work have been completed.  The subject-area examinations are assigned credit as 
listed in the UAB CLEP Policy statement.  To determine which tests are eligible for UAB credit please visit 
http://main.uab.edu/show.asp?durki=44684. 
 
3. International Baccalaureate Credit (IB):  Academic credit may be awarded for scores of five or higher on 
IB higher-level examinations.  No credit is awarded for subsidiary-level examinations.   To determine which 
tests are eligible for UAB credit please visit http://main.uab.edu/show.asp?durki=68894  
 
4. Credit by Examination (CBE):  A degree-seeking student may petition to obtain credit for a course by 
taking an examination; however, not all programs will accept CBE.  It is the student’s responsibility to verify 
the applicability of CBE courses for major/minor requirements.  The relevant department must agree to            
create and grade the examination.  If a student takes CBE in a course that he/she has already taken for 
credit, the grade for CBE will not replace the grade for the previous course.  The fee for CBE is based on the 
current rate of tuition according to level (undergraduate/graduate) and residency status.   
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5. Credit by Portfolio (CBP):  A degree-seeking student may petition to receive credit for a course on the 
basis of a portfolio of information documenting knowledge of the course material.  The chair of the                   
appropriate department and dean of the school make the final decision on acceptability of the materials for 
credit. The fee for CBP is based on the current rate of tuition according to level (undergraduate/graduate) 
and residency status.  
 
6. Non-collegiate Courses:  Credit may be awarded for non-collegiate courses in accordance with American 
Council on Education recommendations and approval of the appropriate department chair and dean. 
 
7. Credit for Military Experiences:  UAB evaluates military service and educational experiences completed 
by active-duty military service and Coast Guard personnel. UAB is an institutional member of Service               
Members’ Opportunity Colleges. 
 
8. Dante's Subject Standardized Tests (DSST):  The DSST, prepared by the Chauncey Group, is a nationally 
recognized credit by examination program that awards college credit for courses taken by examination.  
DSST Examinations are scheduled individually, by appointment. 
 
 

Cumulative Credits and Grade Point Average 
     

      The official determination of “credit hours earned,” “credit hours attempted,” and “grade point average” are made 
only by the Office of Registration and Academic Records.  The following sections indicate how these figures are     
calculated.  Transfer work and courses taken at UAB are treated on the same basis.  Developmental courses are not 
included in calculations of credit hours earned, credit hours attempted, or grade point average. 
 
 
Credit Hours Earned 
 
The student’s “credit hours earned” are increased by: 

1. earning a passing grade (D or better) in a course for which the student was registered for credit, 
2. obtaining the “Pass” grade in a course taken on a pass/fail basis, or 
3. obtaining the “Pass” grade for alternative credit. 

 
 
Credit Hours Attempted 
 
The student’s “credit hours attempted” are increased by: 

1. receiving an A, B, C, D, or F in a course for which the student was registered for credit, or 
2. receiving the “Fail” grade in a course taken on a pass/fail basis. 

 
 

Grade Points 
 
     Four quality grade points are awarded for each semester hour for which the student received an A grade; three 
quality grade points are awarded for each semester hour in which a B is obtained; two quality grade points are 
awarded for each semester hour in which a C is obtained; and one quality grade point is awarded for each semester 
hour in which a D is obtained.  No quality grade points are awarded for an F. 
 
 
Grade Point Average 
 
     The grade point average is determined by taking the grade points obtained and dividing by the credit hours               
attempted (not credit hours earned).  The UAB grade point average is determined using only work attempted at UAB. 
The higher education grade point average is determined by calculating all college work attempted. 
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The New Start Option 
     The New Start Option serves the student who previously accumulated a poor academic record, but who has 
recently demonstrated the ability to succeed in college-level work at UAB.  The option enables the student to 
eliminate from the grade point calculation all grades and credit hours earned prior to the date of the New Start 
and begin anew with work from that point forward.  To be eligible, a student must not have been enrolled in an 
academic institution for at least five (5) consecutive calendar years.  The policy does not apply to college  
graduates or to admission policies in the Schools of Nursing, Health Professions, or Education (Teacher            
Education Program). 
     To apply for the New Start Option, the student must obtain the written approval of an academic advisor.  The 
application must be filed with the Office of Academic Programs and Policy prior to graduation and must specify a 
date, called the New Start date, prior to which all grades and notations are voided.  
   
 
The application will not be considered until the following are met:  

1. the student’s transcript contains at least 24 semester hours of course work applicable to a degree 
(i.e. hours earned, but not necessarily to a particular major) at UAB, posted after the requested New 
Start date; 

2. the Higher Education GPA on all work taken after the requested New Start date, as well as the UAB 
GPA, must be at least 2.0. 

 
Policies governing the New Start Option are as follows: 

1. Upon approval of the application, all grades (including passing grades) and notations listed on the 
transcript prior to the New Start date are placed in a separate listing on the transcript and are 
voided for purposes of satisfying UAB degree requirements and computing GPA.  The transcript car-
ries the notation 
“Approved for New Start (date); work prior to this date is not calculated in GPA or applied toward a 
degree.” 

2. All work completed after the New Start date is counted toward completion of a degree, in accor-
dance with policies of the catalog in effect at the New Start date.  The transcript will be re-evaluated 
from the New Start date.  The forgiveness policy applies only to courses taken after the New Start 
date.  

3. A course completed before the New Start date, and which is a prerequisite for a course to be taken 
later, must be taken again even if successfully completed before the New Start date, unless explicit 
exception is made by the chair of the department in which the course is taught. 

4. The student may employ alternative credit to replace some voided courses taken prior to the New 
Start date. 

5. A student may not use the New Start Option to graduate with honors. 
6. The New Start Option may be granted only once during the student’s academic career at UAB and is 

irrevocable.  
 
 

Academic Warning, Probation, and Suspension 
 
 
Academic Warning 
      
     A first-term freshman (a student with no previous college credit, except through dual enrollment) will be placed on 
academic warning if a 2.00 grade point average is not earned during the first term of enrollment.  The freshman 
must meet with his/her academic advisor before the next registration period.  If the second term’s UAB grade point 
average is not 2.00 or higher, then the freshman will be placed on academic probation. 
 
Academic Probation 
     
      A student (other than a first-term freshman) will be placed on academic probation if his/her UAB grade point        
average falls below 2.00 and will be required to meet with his/her academic advisor before the next registration        
period.  At this meeting, the student and advisor will agree on a plan of action that will best help the student with 
his/her academic progress (e.g., courses to take or repeat, supplemental instruction, reduced credit hour load, basic 
skills seminars, etc.).  The Academic Plan will be monitored by the student’s academic advisor throughout the          
probationary period.  The student will have a maximum of 24 semester hours to achieve a UAB grade point average 
of 2.00 or better to clear academic probation. 
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Academic Suspension 
      
      If a student does not clear probation (achieve a UAB grade point average of 2.00 or better by the completion of 
24 additional semester hours,) the student will be placed on suspension for one term.  When returning from the      
one-term suspension, the student must meet with his/her academic advisor to be reinstated prior to registering for 
classes.  The student will be reinstated on academic probation and must achieve a 2.00 or higher grade point             
average each term until the UAB grade point average is at least 2.00.  The student must achieve a UAB grade pint 
average of at least 2.00 to have the academic probation removed.   
      
     After a one-term suspension, a student will be placed on a one-year suspension when both the term grade point 
average and the UAB grade point average are less than 2.00.   
     Students wishing to return to UAB after a one-year suspension must submit an application for readmission and a 
letter of appeal for readmission to the Office of Undergraduate Admission.  The deadline for a student to submit an 
application and letter of appeal for readmission will be eight weeks prior to the date of intended enrollment.  By this 
deadline, an applicant must have submitted any attending documentation to support the appeal. 
 
     If readmitted to UAB after a one-year suspension, the student will be admitted under probation and must achieve 
a 2.00 grade point average each term until the UAB grade point average is at least a 2.00.  If both the term grade 
point average and the UAB grade point average fall below 2.00, the student will be placed on suspension for one 
year.   
      Credits earned while on academic suspension from UAB or another institution may be eligible for transfer.            
However, the UAB Forgiveness Policy can only be applied to grades earned at UAB. 
      
     Note that individual schools may have probation and/or suspension rules in addition to the above. 
      
     All notations of academic warning, probation or suspension are a permanent part of a student’s transcript. 
 

Appeal of a One-Term Academic Suspension 
      
      Students are academically suspended from the UAB for one term.   During this time frame the student is 
not allowed to register for classes until the end of the suspension period.  If a student appeals successfully, 
he or she will be immediately eligible for readmission. 
 
The procedure for a student to appeal an academic suspension decision is as follows: 

A. The suspended student must present a petition describing the extraordinary personal                 
circumstances that contributed to his or her academic deficiencies.  Such events must be highly 
unusual such as the death of an immediate relative, a serious illness, severe financial distress, 
or personal crisis.  Each individual wishing to appeal an academic suspension is required to               
submit a petition outlining the reasons for the applicant’s previous academic problems and how 
the applicant plans to correct the problems.  Each petition must be accompanied by appropriate 
documentation relative to the need for additional consideration and/or substantiating the                 
extenuating circumstances related to the appeal.  The student petition should be received in the 
Office of Academic Programs and Policy no later than five working days prior to the beginning of 
the desired semester of entry.  The suspension appeal documentation will be forwarded to the 
Suspension Appeals Committee. 

B. The Suspension Appeals Committee is composed of four members (two faculty members               
appointed by the Provost’s designee, one student designated by the Student Government              
Association, one representative from the Office of Academic Programs and Policy, and one              
representative from the University Registrar’s Office) who will review all petitions. 

C. Should the suspension appeals committee determine that indeed an extraordinary                
personal event contributed significantly to the student's academic deficiencies, and there is evi-
dence of an adequate plan to address these extraordinary circumstances, they will  recommend 
that the student be reinstated on academic probation.  The student must maintain a minimum 
2.0 grade point average or reach the retention standards each semester he or she remains in 
this status.  The decision of the suspension appeals committee is final. 

 
     The Office of Academic Programs and Policy is the administrative unit responsible for the academic 
suspension appeals process.  This unit is responsible for coordinating the appeals process, maintaining 
the official records and producing annual reports. 
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Transcripts 
      
     Transcripts may be requested online (www.uab.edu/registrar) or by completion of a request form available in the 
Office of Registration and Academic Records.   
     Upon request by the student, the Office of Registration and Academic Records will send an official transcript           
directly to the recipient designated by the student.  Official transcripts will not be issued to the student; however, an           
unofficial transcript may be issued to the student.  There is a $5.00 charge for each transcript.  Transcript requests 
will be honored only for students whose financial accounts with UAB are clear, including payment of charges for the 
current term.  
      
 
School, Major, or Address Changes 
      
      Changes or corrections to a student’s address, telephone number, school, or major can be made online at 
www.uab.edu/registrar or in person at the Office of Registration and Academic Records, Room 207, Hill University 
Center, 1400 University Boulevard, Birmingham, Alabama 35294-1150.   
 
 

Conduct and Grievances 
 
Student Conduct 
     
       The university expects mature and honorable behavior from every student and reserves the right to take               
appropriate disciplinary action when such behavior is not forthcoming. 

 
Academic Conduct 
      
     All UAB students are expected to be familiar with the UAB Academic Honor Code as well as any honor codes that 
are specific to their schools or disciplines.   
 

The code represents a commitment to integrity in the academic community and a respect for an individual’s 
educational endeavors: 

     I have read and, by choosing to become a member of the UAB academic community, accept the 
UAB Academic Honor Code.  I understand that violation of this code will result in penalties as severe 
as expulsion from the university.  I promise and confirm that I will not, at any time and under any 
circumstances, involve myself with abetting, cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, or misrepresentation 
while enrolled as a student at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. 
 
 

The UAB Academic Honor Code 
      
     UAB expects all members of its academic community to function according to the highest ethical and professional 
standards.  Students, faculty, and the administration of the institution must be involved to ensure this quality of  
academic conduct.  Academic misconduct undermines the purpose of education. Such behavior is a serious violation 
of the trust that must exist among faculty and students for a university to nurture intellectual growth and              
development.  Academic misconduct can generally be defined as all acts of dishonesty in an academic or related 
matter.   

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following categories of behavior:  
ABETTING is helping another student commit an act of academic dishonesty. Allowing someone to 
copy your quiz answers or use your work as their own are examples of abetting. 
CHEATING is the unauthorized use or attempted use of unauthorized materials, information, study 
aids, the work of others, or computer-related information. 
PLAGIARISM means claiming as your own the ideas, words, data, computer programs, creative 
compositions, artwork, etc., done by someone else. Examples include improper citation of                
referenced works, the use of commercially available scholarly papers, failure to cite sources, or 
copying another person’s ideas. 
FABRICATION means presenting falsified data, citations, or quotations as genuine. 
MISREPRESENTATION is falsification, alteration, or the misstatement of the contents of               
documents, academic work, or other materials related to academic matters, including work                       
substantially done for one class as work done for another without receiving prior approval from the 
instructor.      
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 Violations of the UAB Academic Honor Code are punishable by a range of penalties, from receiving a failing grade on 
an assignment to an F in the course to dismissal.  Any course grade of F for academic misconduct supersedes any 
other grade or notation for that class.  Withdrawal from a course while a possible violation of the Academic Honor 
Code is under review will not preclude the assignment of a course grade that appropriately reflects the student’s             
performance prior to withdrawal if the violation is substantiated. 
 
Procedure for Suspected Violation 
In the event of a suspected violation of the Academic Honor Code, UAB follows this procedure: 
 

1. Upon reaching the conclusion that academic dishonesty may have occurred and that action is warranted, 
the instructor should inform the student of the charge as soon as possible.  The student has the right to 
hear the instructor’s reasons for making the charge, to inspect all relevant evidence in the instructor’s 
possession, and to respond to the charge.  Based on the student’s response and all the evidence, the in-
structor will determine if a penalty is appropriate.  If a penalty is deemed appropriate, the instructor will 
inform the student of the action to be taken.  If the student is not in agreement with the findings or the 
penalty, the instructor will provide the student with a written statement of the action taken and the basis 
for it.  A copy of this letter will be sent to the chair of the department. 

2. Within two weeks of this notification of a judgment of academic dishonesty, the student may appeal the 
instructor’s decision by letter to the chair of the department or his/her designated representative.  The 
chair, acting expeditiously, should take testimony from the student, the instructor, and all appropriate 
witnesses and make a decision.  If the chair reverses the finding of academic misconduct, the instructor 
must reexamine the work in question and assign credit without prejudice.  In the event that the chair is 
the instructor in the course, the dean will replace the chair in the appeal process. 

3. In cases where a grade of F is assigned in the course and the student has utilized the appeal process de-
scribed above (in section 2), the student has two weeks to appeal the decision by letter to the dean of the 
school responsible for the course.  The dean should acknowledge receipt of the student’s appeal and in-
form the student of the course of action within 10 working days of the date the appeal is received in the 
dean’s office.  At the dean’s discretion, an advisory panel may be appointed to study the appeal and make 
a recommendation to the dean.  However, it is the responsibility and prerogative of the dean alone to 
make, in a timely manner, the final decision.  The decision of the dean is final. 

4. In cases where the final decision concerning an academic misconduct charge is an F for the course, a let-
ter to this effect will be sent to the Office of the Associate Provost for Undergraduate Programs and be 
kept on file. The course repeat policy will not apply to course grades resulting from instances of                 
academic misconduct. In these cases, the grades of F received will be computed in the UAB grade point 
average. 

 
     A student who has received the grade of F for two instances of academic misconduct will be expelled from the              
university.  Under certain circumstances, a student may be expelled on the first offense.  The student will be duly in-
formed of the pending expulsion and will be provided the opportunity to be heard.  The student has two weeks           
after notification to request in writing a hearing with the Associate Provost for Undergraduate Programs.  Students 
expelled from UAB for academic misconduct will have that noted on their transcripts. 
    In addition, students should consult the policies of the school/program in which they are enrolled to determine 
school/program guidelines and penalties regarding academic misconduct and suspension for academic misconduct. 
Schools that suspend a student on the first offense may post this offense on the student’s UAB academic record. 
     A student suspended from a UAB school for academic misconduct will have a hold placed on his/her registration 
and will not be permitted to enroll in another UAB school without that school’s permission.  Some UAB programs have 
policies preventing enrollment of students with past academic misconduct offenses. 
 
Note that individual schools may have academic misconduct rules in addition to the above.  
 
Non-academic Conduct  
      
      The university is a community of scholars and learners; therefore, all participants are expected to maintain                
conduct which (1) facilitates the institution’s pursuit of its educational objectives, (2) exhibits a regard for the rights of 
other members of the academic community, and (3) provides safety to property and persons.  Through                            
appropriate due process procedures, disciplinary action will be taken in response to conduct that violates these                  
principles.  A more detailed description of non-academic misconduct can be found in the student handbook,                
Direction, available online http://www.uab.edu/images/stuaff/pdf/Direction_Handbook2007-09.pdf.  It is the                
student’s responsibility to be fully aware of the policies and procedures described in Direction.  The Vice President for 
Student Affairs has the responsibility for coordinating policies and procedures regarding students’ non-academic  mis-
conduct.   
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Student Grievances 
 
Academic Matters 
      
      Judgments on academic matters are most appropriately made by individuals with expertise in the particular             
academic discipline involved.  For this reason, complaints by students on academic matters are the responsibility of 
the department and school involved.  Normally, such complaints can be resolved quickly through discussion with the 
faculty directly involved.  In rare situations where such resolution does not occur, the student should contact the 
chair of the appropriate academic department to file a formal grievance. The student’s grievance should be submit-
ted in writing and accompanied by any appropriate documentation.  Grievances should be submitted at the earliest                    
possible time.  Consideration will not be given to any grievance submitted later than the end of the term immediately 
following the term in which the matter in question arose.  The department should acknowledge the date the                 
grievance is received and provide notice to the student of when an answer may be expected. It is the responsibility 
of the department chair to provide an answer to the student within 10 working days. If the matter cannot be settled 
within the department, the student has 10 working days from the day the department’s response is received to              
appeal to the dean of the school in which the department is located. The dean should acknowledge receipt of the             
student’s appeal and inform the student of the course of action within 10 working days of the date the appeal is                       
received in the dean’s office. At the dean’s discretion, an advisory panel may be appointed to study the disagree-
ment and make a recommendation to the dean. However, it is the responsibility and prerogative of the dean alone to 
make, in a timely manner, a decision on any academic disputes which have not been resolved at lower levels, and 
the decision of the dean is final. 
 
Non-academic Matters 
      
      When complaints on non-academic matters cannot be settled by the persons directly involved, a written com-
plaint should be forwarded to the appropriate office.  If the administrative officer is unsuccessful in resolving the 
complaint, it may then be forwarded in writing to the Provost or a designee for further consideration.  For specific 
information concerning the procedures and processes for non-academic complaints and grievances, contact the Judi-
cial Officer, Room 101, Hill University Center, 1400 University Boulevard, Birmingham, Alabama 35294-1150. 
 
For complete Non-Academic Policy see page 525 of this catalog. 
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Completion of a Degree 
 
Requirements 
 
Baccalaureate Degrees 
  
      Requirements for the baccalaureate degree at UAB include at least 120 semester hours of appropriately                  
distributed courses, a UAB GPA of 2.00, a 2.00 GPA on all college work attempted (Higher Education grade point        
average), and satisfaction of the Core Curriculum, major, minor (if required), and residency requirements, along with 
all other criteria specified by the school or department governing the major. 
     Students are subject to the catalog policies in effect at the time of their most recent admission as a degree               
student, with the following exceptions.  Seven years after the date of their first enrollment as a degree student,            
policies of the catalog currently in effect become applicable.  The student who is not enrolled at UAB for 12                   
consecutive months must meet the requirements of the catalog in effect at the time of re-enrollment.  For courses 
required for the major or minor, the administering department(s) may establish written policies for the                         
re-certification of courses taken more than seven years previously. 
 
Residency 
      
    At least 25 percent of the total semester hours required for graduation, including at least 21 of the last 30, must 
be taken at UAB.  Courses taken as alternative credit or as a non-degree student (excluding post-baccalaureate                
students) may not be used to satisfy the residency requirement.  A minimum of nine semester hours required for the 
major (at or above the 400 level) must be completed at UAB.  Individual departments may have additional                  
requirements. 
 
Distribution of Credits 
      
      In addition to the overall requirements mentioned above, there are important requirements for the distribution of 
credits.  All programs of study leading to the baccalaureate degree have as an essential component a common Core 
Curriculum.  Students majoring in the Schools of Business, Education, Engineering, Nursing, and Health Related               
Professions satisfy Core Curriculum requirements in addition to specific school requirements and requirements in 
their chosen major.  In the Schools of Arts and Humanities, Natural Sciences and Mathematics, and Social and           
Behavioral Sciences, students meet (1) Core Curriculum requirements, (2) school-wide arts and sciences                     
requirements, (3) requirements for a major specialization, and (4) any requirements for a minor specialization or 
concentration, if required.  The Core Curriculum is described fully beginning on page 93. 
 
Major 
      
     The available majors are shown in the list beginning on page 21.  Requirements for these majors vary and can be 
found in the sections of this catalog on the specific academic unit responsible for the major.  A minimum C average 
in the major is required for graduation.  Furthermore, the academic unit responsible for the major may require the 
student to repeat, or otherwise compensate for, any course required for the major in which a grade below C was 
earned.  Majors should be declared or changed online at www.uab.edu/registrar.  Some majors are subject to                
additional admission requirements and enrollment limitations. 
 
Double Major 
      
      Students who wish to double major must maintain an affiliation with one school and graduate under that school's 
core curriculum and major requirements.  In addition, the student must complete the requirements for the second 
major including all prerequisites.  It is important for students to maintain contact with advisors of both majors so that 
requirements are completed for both majors.    
 
Dual/Multiple Degrees  
       
     A bachelor’s degree is based on at least 120 semester hours of coursework.  For each additional degree, a 
student must complete at least 30 semester hours of work over and above the work done for the first degree.  
As with the first degree, work done for each additional degree must include any necessary prerequisites for the 
new major and all major requirements.  The residency requirement must be met for each degree. 
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Second Bachelor’s Degree 
      
      After graduating with a bachelor’s degree, a student may earn a second bachelor’s degree by completing in             
residence, with an average of C or better, at least 30 semester hours of work taken subsequent to awarding of the 
first degree.  Work done for the second degree must include any necessary prerequisites for the new major and all 
major requirements.  The first degree, whether earned at UAB or another regionally accredited institution, must be 
based on at least 120 semester hours of fully accredited work.  No minor is required for the second degree.  A             
student interested in earning a second degree is required to have the program of study approved by the school in 
advance. 
 
Minor 
     
        The availability of minors is indicated in the sections of this catalog on the various schools.  The course                            
requirements for the minor are specified in the catalog section for the department offering the minor.  The                         
department offering the minor may require the student to repeat, or otherwise compensate for, any course required 
for the minor in which a grade below C was earned.  Whether a minor is required for a particular major is specified in 
the catalog section for the school in which the major resides. 
 
Individually Designed Majors and Minors 
      
    Students with specific career goals or with unique intellectual objectives may propose majors and minors designed 
to meet their individual academic needs.  The Individually Designed Major requires a minimum of 40 semester hours 
in the major, of which at least 20 semester hours must be in courses numbered at or above 300 and approved for 
use towards a major, with a minimum of a C average.  In addition, students must prepare a rationale for a                  
nonstandard major-level course of study, complete Core Curriculum requirements, and complete any additional               
requirements set by the school in which the degree will be awarded.  The Individually Designed Minor requires               
completion of 21 semester hours, of which nine semester hours must be in courses numbered at or above 300, with 
a minimum of a C average.  The Individually Designed Major or Minor must be reviewed and approved by the                 
departments involved, by the dean of the school in which the degree will be awarded, and by the Office of Academic 
Programs and Policy.  For advising on program development and approval procedures, consult the Office of Academic 
Programs and Policy, (205) 934-5503, http://www.app.uab.edu/altcredit.asp . 
 
Limitations on Some Types of Credit 
 
     For some types of credit, there are limitations on the amount that can be applied toward the minimum hours            
required for a baccalaureate degree (usually 120 semester hours).  

1. For credits transferred from a two-year college, the limit is no more than one-half the number           
required for a baccalaureate degree, provided that the work is freshman (100) or sophomore (200) 
level. 

2. For alternative work, including Advanced Placement, College Level Examination Program, credit by 
examination, evaluation of non-collegiate-sponsored courses, credit for armed services courses,            
International Baccalaureate credit, and credit by portfolio, the limit is no more than 45 semester 
hours. 

 
Bachelor’s Degree with Honors 
     The Higher Education grade point average is used in conferring academic honors at graduation and is based on all 
college work attempted.  Honors designations are conferred according to the following GPA Ranges:  

GPA Range Designation 

3.50 - 3.69 cum laude 

3.70 - 3.89 magna cum laude 

3.90 or above summa cum laude 

Procedures for Applying for a Degree 
      
      Students are advised to file an online application for degree at least two terms prior to completing work for a 
baccalaureate degree.  This will allow time for the application to be processed and completion of degree requirements 
to be verified.  The absolute deadline to apply for degree is the tenth day of the term in which the student plans to 
graduate.  Online applications are available at www.uab.edu/registrar. 
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Graduation 
 Official UAB graduation ceremonies are held in May for graduates of the preceding spring semester and in December 
for graduates of the preceding summer term and fall semester.  Graduates are listed in the commencement                
program.  Students who have completed the requirements for baccalaureate degrees are urged to attend. 
     Although degrees are officially conferred in May and December, students receive their diplomas approximately 
four weeks after the end of the regular term in which they complete their degree requirements. 
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	Progress Toward a Degree

	Terms and Course Offerings

	     There are three academic terms during a calendar year: fall semester, spring semester, and summer term.  The fall and spring semesters each consist of approximately 15 weeks of classes, followed by one week of final                 examinations.  The summer term consists of five sessions, each with its own time and format.  The five summer term sessions are as follows: a twelve-week session that runs throughout the summer term; the intensive May session, consisting of the first three weeks of the summer semester; a nine week session, beginning after the May session ends and running until the end of the summer semester; and the summer A and summer B sessions, which are both four and a half weeks long and run back-to-back concurrently with the nine-week session.  The courses to be offered during a particular term are listed in the online Class Schedule.   Summer/Fall class schedules are available to                students in early March; spring semester schedules are available in late October.   Early registration in April allows current students to enroll in fall semester classes on a priority basis.  To view class schedules go to the following web address: www.uab.edu/registrar. 

	Course Enrollment

		Course Numbers			Primarily for:

	000– 099 				developmental courses

		100– 199				freshmen

		200– 299				sophomores

		300– 399				juniors

		400– 499				seniors

		Courses numbered 500 and above are for graduate students. 

	Undergraduate Students in Graduate Courses

	Classification of Students

	      Students are classified as sophomores when they have earned 30 semester hours of credit, juniors when they have earned 60 semester hours of credit, and seniors when they have earned 90 semester hours of credit.

	Declaration of a Major

	     Degree students must declare a major within their first 60 semester hours of course work before registering for additional courses.  Students enrolling at UAB for the first time and who already have earned 60 semester hours will have a maximum of two terms within which to declare a major.  Conditions for acceptance of a student into a major vary by department and school.  Majors should be declared or changed online at http://blazernet.uab.edu or by  using the official form available from the Office of Registration and Academic Records.  Some majors are subject to additional admission requirements and enrollment limitations.	

	Credit Hours and Loads

	     The unit of credit at UAB is the semester hour.  Course descriptions indicate the number of semester hours that may be earned for a particular course.  A standard course load for a full-time student is 15 semester hours of course work in a semester.  At least 12 semester hours of course work are required for full-time status.  Registration for more than 18 semester hours in a term or more than three semester hours in the May Session requires approval by the dean or the dean’s representative of the school in which the student is majoring.

	Freshman Year Experience

	     Students entering UAB with less than 24 hours of college credit must take and pass (with a C or better) a first year experience (FYE) course in their first 24 credit hours at UAB.  FYE courses include freshman learning communities, U101, and school-specific FYE courses.

	Capstone Course

	     Freshman students entering UAB in fall 2009 or after, must successfully complete the capstone course or experience required by their major program or school in order to graduate.  All students graduating in 2013 or later must complete a capstone requirement

	Mandatory Measles Immunization

	Registration

	Prerequisites for a Course

	First Class Attendance

	Add/Drop Procedures

	Attendance and Excused Absence Policy

	     In these instances, instructors must devise a system for reasonable accommodation including, for example, policies allowing for dropped exams/quizzes, make-up exams, rescheduling of student classroom presentations or early or later submission of written assignments. 

	Withdrawing from Courses

	Exceptions

	Contact

	Auditing Courses

	Courses Taken on a Pass/Fail Basis

	Course Completion

	Final Examinations

	Grading Policies and Practices

	Grade Report 

	Grade Change Policy 

	Transfer Credits

	Study Away Grading Policy 

	Course Repeat

	University Forgiveness Policy

	Courses Taken as a Transient Student

	Cumulative Credits and Grade Point Average

	The New Start Option

	Transcripts

	School, Major, or Address Changes

	Conduct and Grievances

	Student Conduct

	Student Grievances

	Completion of a Degree

	Requirements

	Baccalaureate Degrees

	Residency

	Distribution of Credits

	Major

	Double Major

	Dual/Multiple Degrees 

	Second Bachelor’s Degree

	Minor

	Individually Designed Majors and Minors

	Limitations on Some Types of Credit

	Bachelor’s Degree with Honors

	Procedures for Applying for a Degree
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